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I am looking forward to another wonderful year here at Ironwood Ridge. We foster an environment that effectively prepares students for higher education or any goals which they may aspire to. Personally, I have always had a deep love for education and particularly, the field of history. My certification is in history for grades 7-12.  I have a B.A. in Secondary Education from Arizona State University. I would venture to say I have heard every joke about ASU, so good luck!

Course Overview
This course will be a survey of ancient history through modern times. The course will not be a weighted grade. I maintain a curriculum based on the standards developed by the Arizona Department of Education in order to insure that students are prepared for college entrance exams and any courses that may be taught in this area at the college level.  If any questions arise in connection with these standards, they are available per request from myself or for anyone on the AZ Dep’t of Ed. website: http://ade.state.az.us

Materials
Students are provided with a textbook strictly designated for home use.  As far as recommended supplies are concerned, the usuals are on that list: paper, pencils, pens, etc.  Unless required by project guidelines which would be provided at the time of the assignment, no special notebooks or folders are required.  The book we will be using is a publication by Glencoe entitled, World History: The Modern Era.  No other books are required.

Attendance Policy
Under the circumstances of an unexcused absence, the student will be able to make up the work missed, but will be docked 25% of the possible grade immediately.  For example, should one complete an assignment and attain all points possible, I will record a 75%. In the case of an excused absence, the student will be given the time allowed by others when the assignment was originally introduced.  The only exception would be any assignments which approach grading deadlines.  For instance, if a project is assigned and the students were allotted 10 class days, but there remains only 5 days until grades must be completed for the semester or grading period, then it is up to the student to complete the assignment in time for grades to be completed.  Any student amassing seven or more absences will begin to lose credit in the class.

Tardy Policy
Tardies will be dealt with in a swift and strict manner.  Any student who reaches a third tardy will be counseled, assigned a 10 minute lunch detention, and his/her guardian or parents are to be contacted. Subsequent tardies incur increasingly stringent consequences.

Grading Policy
Grades are to be assigned in the traditional method which is as follows:
·		A=90% and above
·		B=80%-89%
·		C=70%-79%
·		D=60%-69%
·		F=below 60%

Grades are evaluated for the possibility of rounding up by meeting both of the following criteria: 
·	student’s grade is within half of a point of the next grade possible (i.e., 89.5+, 79.5+, 69.5+, or 59.5+)
·	The student’s academic record in the class has been evaluated and has not turned up an excessive number of unexcused absences, tardies, late work submissions, or classroom management altercations.

When late work is accepted, the student is docked 25% for every day the work exceeds the assigned deadline for the assignment.  This begins during the period in which the student is enrolled.  For instance, if the students are asked to turn in their work at the beginning of class, and one chooses to turn it in at any time beyond that which is designated as the time of collection (even at the end of the hour), then the first day’s 25% is officially begun at that time.  A traditional weekend, therefore, counts as two days, or if it is a holiday weekend, then all of the days will be accumulated and the grade will be adjusted accordingly.
Cheating
Simply stated, there is no place in my classroom for plagiarism or cheating, period!  If either is attempted or completed by one or more students, each engaging in such an act will be given a zero, regardless of the size of the assignment, quiz, or test.  In the instance of confiscating work from other courses, that teacher will be contacted. 

Classroom Behavior
It is my desire and hope that every student entering my classroom feels immediately at home and comfortable within its confines.  Students are not to demean others in any manner, nor are they to question any of my policies (i.e., grading, seating arrangements, homework assigned, etc.).  I also have a “no profanity law” in my class.  There will be no cussing, swearing, or any derogatory statements made regarding a fellow student’s race, color, creed, religion, appearance, etc.  This is not open to debate.  The student is to behave in a manner which is respectful and appropriate to myself and his/her peers. His/her behavior should allow for the maximum amount of learning in my classroom.  Consequences for any altercations which might impede the learning process will be handed out according to the severity of the situation.  In some instances, the student may be sent to the office. In addition, no food or drink will be allowed with the exception of bottled water.

Educational Philosophy
Teaching is not only my job, but my passion! I truly feel all students are capable of learning and excelling. I take it very seriously, and I strive for excellence in every way possible.  I am readily available for any help in addition to the allotted classroom time.  I look forward to the rest of the year and wish all of my students luck and continued success in everything that they do.



---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------    (cut here)



Parent or Guardian Remittance Slip

I understand all of the policies as stated by Mr. Wolf’s course syllabus and agree to aid and inform him of any issues pending which may cause a situation to arise resulting in a conflict with those policies. Should I have any questions, I will not hesitate to contact him by any of the means provided.

____________________________________________
                         (Student Printed Name)



____________________________________________  Date___________
                            (Parent/Guardian Printed Name)

 ____________________________________________
                               (Parent/Guardian Signature)


